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Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 15:55-57 NIV
Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is
your sting? The sting of death is sin, and the power of
sin is the law. But thanks be to God! He gives us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Read 1 Corinthians 15:29-34

● Paul is contending for correct practice of the faith that flows out of correct
theology (orthodoxy). What sources do you have feeding into your theology?
Can you identify something that is not theologically correct? How do you find
your beliefs directing your actions? Where do you most often find contradiction
between what you believe and how you behave?

● God calls us to be obedient to the truth and to maintain unity in the body. What
happens when these items are warring against one another? Should truth ever
be compromised for unity? Is it okay to compromise unity for the sake of truth?
What happens if we consistently lean too far toward unity? Can we lean too far
toward truth?

Paul gives four errors regarding the vicarious baptism spoken about in 1 Corinthians
15:29.

● First, this error would mean that the Bible teaches that baptism saves. Does
being baptized provide you a permanent ticket to heaven? Are there any
denominations that teach that baptism is salvific? What is the purpose of baptism
within the life of a believer? Have you ever been baptized? If not, would you like
to take that step? If so, contact care@ncbc.church for more information.

● The second error is that it presumes that someone else's faith can save. If we
cannot save ourselves, we certainly cannot save others. Since it is God’s role to
do the saving, what role do we play when it comes to others? Have you ever had
the opportunity to lead someone to faith? Would you consider this an area of
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growth for you? Is this something you want to grow in?

● The third error would be that you can save those who have preceded you in
death. Have you known any non-believers who have passed away? How did this
impact you? What should our heart and desire be towards those who do not
know Christ? Did you ever share your faith with them while they were still alive?

● The fourth error is that this presumes there are second chances. Read Hebrews
9:27. Is this life the only opportunity we get to willfully submit our lives to Christ?
Knowing the temporal nature of our life, do you feel a level of urgency to share
the Gospel with others who do not yet know Him? Share strategies that you have
used to open a door of conversation about faith in Jesus.

● Paul shares about challenges he has faced for the Gospel and says, “I die every
day!” How was Paul’s life an example of what it means to be a living sacrifice
(Romans 12:1)? Paul was willing to, and eventually did, die for the Gospel
message. What are you willing to die for? Is your faith one of those things?

● Paul quotes an Athenian playwright when he states that “Bad company corrupts
good morals.” What kind of company do you keep? How do you decide with
whom you will be friends? How does this impact who you are? Does this mean
we should seclude ourselves to only have friends who are Christian? How can
we safely build relationships with non-believers in order to share the message of
Jesus with them?


